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	OPTIONAL REPLY DUE JANUARY 7, 2011


In July 2010, the Forest Service released the National Roadmap for Responding to Climate Change and the accompanying Climate Change Performance Scorecard. These actions will move the Agency forward in responding to climate change. To measure our accomplishments, each national forest and grassland will submit the Scorecard on an annual basis from now through 2015. Annual Scorecard reports will help us identify our strengths and areas for investment in climate change response across the agency.

Navigating the Climate Change Performance Scorecard: A Guide for National Forests and Grasslands was developed to provide guidance to Forest and Grassland Supervisors on how to report on Scorecard accomplishments in a consistent manner and highlights areas where support from research stations and national and regional programs is needed.  This guide was written by a team of National Forest System employees from around the country with support from subject matter experts in climate change response under the leadership of Rob Harper (WO, Forest Management).  The guide defines terms, specifies the appropriate geographic scale where activities would take place, and sets the minimum requirements for a “yes” answer on each of the Scorecard elements. It also provides helpful hints and resources and supplementary technical guidance in appendices.  

Version 1 of the guide is scheduled to be released to line officers January 21, 2011.  We are asking you to review the document and submit your comments by January 7, 2011.   Specifically, we are looking for comments on the intent and tone, as well as alignment with Agency and Department initiatives and strategies that have a similar focus. 

We also appreciate comments on whether further clarification is needed on any of the 10 elements.  Given we have a very short timeframe to incorporate comments, we are asking individuals or groups to submit comments using the following online form to streamline the process:  https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dHRrTHlIZFllMG56cm8wN0VjOENqMVE6MQ
We value your contribution and thank you in advance for your time and thoughtful review.
	

	/s/ David A. Cleaves

	DAVID A. CLEAVES

	Climate Change Advisor
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